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Gratitude 

Gratitude is something that has been on my mind over the last several weeks as the busyness of the school year has ramped 

up. Late winter and early spring seem to be the time of year when most of us begin to get on edge as we have been cooped up 

for months, and our patience begins to run thin. This is very natural and often can be associated with a variety of factors. 

 

With that, the people that I know that are highly successful all practice the art of gratitude. When they are having a bad 

day or are getting agitated, they realize the best way to move forward from this feeling is to practice gratitude. Great leaders 

don’t try to bring others down; instead, they complement those around them. They work hard to see all the positive and not 

just focus on the negative. This is a standard I work to hold myself to daily as the winter doldrums begin to set in. 

 

I am so thankful to be associated with Lakeview Community Schools. Lakeview is an elite school district with many out-

standing students, parents, staff members, and patrons. The district works tirelessly to help students achieve at the highest 

level possible, provide ample opportunities, and continuously seek improvement. Waking up each day knowing I get the op-

portunity to assist each of our 922 students at Lakeview Community Schools is something that makes me incredibly grateful. 

 

So guess I want to end with a challenge. We have 40 days remaining in the 2021-22 school year, and I challenge every person 

to exercise gratitude during the final 40 days. The final quarter always brings on chaos, stress, and emotions. But let’s not 

allow these emotions to cloud our ability to be grateful for all we have in front of us. 

 

“It is not happiness that brings us gratitude, it is gratitude that brings us happiness.” Go Vikings! 

 

 Dr. Aaron Plas 

 Superintendent of Schools 

 aplas@lakeview.esu7.org 

 402-564-8518 

mailto:aplas@lakeview.esu7.org
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2021-2022 Yearbooks -LAST CHANCE! Get yours ordered TODAY!  Every stu-
dent should have a copy of this awesome keepsake to archive this year! 
The yearbook includes all students in grades 7-12. Students have access to 
an order form to bring home, or you can get one in the office. You can also 
order directly online at www.yearbookforever.com. Don’t miss out and order 
yours TODAY! Price is $55! Final day to order is April 30!!  

 

Heidi  Heibel 

Congratulations to Heidi Heibel for being selected 

as a Viking Way Student of the Month of Febru-

ary! Heidi is a great student, she is focused, hard 

working, and does well in her academics! Awe-

some job Heidi! Please pick up your Viking Way 

T-shirt in the office. 

 

 

Isabelle Runge 

Congratulations to Isabelle Runge for being 

selected as a Viking Way JH Student of the 

Month for February! Isabelle is an excellent 

student who has a good work ethic, she is orga-

nized and she gets along well with others and is 

respectful to other students! Great job Isabelle! 

Please pick up your Viking Way T-shirt in the 

office. 

http://www.yearbookforever.com/
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What is Speech? What is Language? 
By: American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
 
Jorge is 4 years old. It is hard to understand him when he talks. He is quiet when he 
speaks, and his sounds are not clear. Vicki is in high school. She has had learning prob-
lems since she was young. She has trouble reading and writing and needs extra time to 
take tests. Max had a head injury. He is able to understand everything he hears and 
speaks in full sentences. The problem is that he has slurred speech and is hard to under-
stand. All of these people have trouble communicating. But their problems are different. 
 
What is Speech? 
Speech is how we say sounds and words. Speech includes: 
Articulation: How we make speech sounds using the mouth, lips, and tongue. 
Voice: How we use our vocal fold and breath to make sounds 
Fluency: This is the rhythm or our speech. We sometimes repeat sounds or pause while 
talking. People who do this a lot may stutter.  
 
What is Language? 
Language refers to the words we use and how we use them to share ideas and get what 
we want. Language includes: 
*What words mean.  
*How to make new words.  
*How to put words together to make sentences. 
*What we should say at different times. 
 
Individuals can have trouble with speech, language, or both. Having trouble understand-
ing what others say is a receptive language disorder. Having problems sharing our 
thoughts, ideas, and feelings is an expressive language disorder. It is possible to have 
both a receptive and an expressive language problem. When we have trouble saying 
sounds, stutter when we speak. Or have voice problems, we have a speech disorder. 
 
What should you do if you feel your child has one or more of the issues above? Contact 
your child’s teacher. The teacher will start the SAT process and if necessary, the speech-
language pathologist will do an evaluation. Speech-language pathologists (SLP) work 
with people who have speech and language disorders. The SLP at Platte Center and Lak-
eview is Sara Werner and the  SLP at Shell Creek is Nancy Briggs. 
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Mr. Bentz’s 6th grade class is gearing up for the final push of the school year.  It’s hard to believe we are 
down to less than 9 weeks of school left!  We have been learning about plants and animals in science class as 
to how they’re organized and what adaptations they have.  In reading we finished up our latest novel, Hatchet, 
and are in our 4th unit in our reading series.  In math, we have been working on finding circumference and area 
of circles, semicircles, and composite figures. 

All 6th graders will be going over to Lakeview this month for JH orientation where they will learn about 
how the JH works and get to meet the teachers.  Also, this month, we will be taking our trout to Schramm Park 
for release.  The students have enjoyed having the trout in the classroom and are looking forward to the re-
lease as well as the activities they get to participate in while at Schramm.   
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4-H Ozobots 

 

Students in 3R are very thankful that Jayd Roberts has been able 

to join our STEM class. Jayd works for the 4-H office and has come in 

to teach the students about robotics. She has brought in Ozobots for 

the students to explore and play with. After some exploration, students 

were able to make their own track for their robot to follow. This encour-

aged students to be creative, learn about technology, and apply prob-

lem solving skills when things didn’t work.  
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In & Around Christ Lutheran School 

Preschool families, mark your calendars for Thursday, March 24th.  New preschoolers and their parents are 
invited to come to Preschool Preview at 6pm.  Come and see what preschool is like at CLS! 
 
Registration for the 2022-2023 academic year is open to all!  We offer Christ-centered education for Pre-
school-8th grades with qualified teachers, low student-to-teacher ratios, and childcare on site. Tuition is very 
affordable with preschool rates dramatically reduced.  Scholarships also are available.   If you are interested 
in more information or to schedule a tour, please contact the school office at 402-564-3531. Our Childcare 
also has a few openings available.  If you are interested in childcare, please contact Mrs. Hailey Crumley at 
402-564-3531 and ask for Hailey.  

The first week of March, Christ Lutheran celebrated Read Across America.  Mrs. Cassandra Splittgerber orga-
nized the week-long event with a focus on Dr. Seuss books.  Each day students participated in a “book vote”.  
They were challenged to complete a book bingo game at home.  On Wednesday, students heard Mrs. 
Splittgerber read Fox in Socks. Then they designed their own socks.  On Friday, the classes listened to Hop on 
Pop while enjoying a popcorn treat.  Christ Lutheran School thanks Mrs. Splittgerber for making Read Across 
America a special week.   
 
The K-1 class has been participating in exciting hands-on learning activities.  For example, they studied sound.  
Mrs. Karla Dixon demonstrated how the organ worked.  Students created their own instruments, and later 
became sound efforts producers.  Another fun activity was connected to their study of measurement.  Stu-
dents participated in an archeological dig and then used rulers to measure their discoveries.   
 
Mrs. Murray’s third and fourth graders are studying Nebraska history.  They have researched and reported on 
various Native American groups who have lived in the state.  In addition, the class visited a living history farm.  
Students have thoroughly enjoyed learning about Nebraska.  
 
Miss Weber’s students have participated in various contests.  They entered artwork for the Camp Luther logo 
contest related to their theme “Rooted”.  Some students also created Google Doodles as part of the search 
engine’s contest based on the theme “I care for myself by…”. Finally, a few students completed the Scholastic 
challenge to design their own plant. The students could combine any two plants. Then they explained how 
this new hybrid would be beneficial. 
 
Students and teachers at Christ Lutheran are thankful for great support from the community.  We recently 
were able to purchase smart TVs in all classrooms.  CLS also received a generous grant from Casey’s for our 
playground and outdoor classroom space.  Other donations and grant funds have allowed playground addi-
tions of a tunnel, adjustable basketball hoop, picnic tables, and a very large log for climbing or sitting.  Thank 
you to all who bless our school!  
 
On March 20th, Christ Lutheran is hosting a presentation by Katie Krause, an Extension Educator with UNL,  
about natural playgrounds. The PTL is sponsoring a Spaghetti dinner after church with a free will donation. All 
donations will go for the new natural playground begin installed at the new childcare building.  
 
The Christ Lutheran Annual Plant Sale kicked off on March 4th. This is the time to order those phenomenal 
porch pots and max planters as well as your vegetables, annuals, and perennials. The most sold item of last 
year’s sale was ice plant.   The sale wraps up on April 4th .  We thank the PTL and Janet’s Jungle for this fund-
raiser.  Plant Pick Up Day is Tuesday, April 26th.       
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In & Around St John’s Lutheran School 

All School Musical St. John’s students were busy preparing for their 19th annual all-
school musical, which they presented on Thursday, March 3rd and Sunday, March 6th. The 
students enjoyed singing, dancing, and acting out the story of Moses in the Musical “Holy 
Moses.”  Choreography was created by our 5th-7th grade girls, and the set and design 
were put together by the staff, students, and parents. The Little Room students had a 
special appearance as the Ten Commandments and lightening clouds, while the 2nd and 
3rd grade students were the commercial breaks.  Our 4th-7th grade students learned 
many lines and dramatically stood out on the “Trading Places” set where two groups 
competed in an Egyptian Palace, and a Hebrew Hut. They did an outstanding job, and 
even had fun! We thank Lakeview Viking Voices for loaning us their lights! 

Pre-School The seasons are changing and the children will be learning about the 
weather this month. The old saying for March “In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb,” may not 
be fitting for this year!  Our weather is certainly changing everyday!  We will be cele-
brating St. Patrick’s Day and remembering how the shamrock is a symbol for the Holy 
Trinity. March 21st will be our Early Childhood Night for new families wishing to join our 
St. John’s Lutheran Pre-School and Kindergarten family next year.  Kindergarten Round
-up will be Thursday, March 24th from 9:00-11:00 A.M. 
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